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Sustainable Water Supply and Consumption in County Sligo

Project Steering Committee Meeting

Date: May 9, 2008

Time: 2pm

Venue: Sligo County Council Offices, Riverside, Sligo 

In attendance:
· Dr. Tom Curran, University College Dublin (Project Co-ordinator)

· Mr. Miguel Angel Prieto Lage (Masters Research Student)

· Ms. Kathleen McTiernan and Mr. Noel Haran (Water Services, Sligo County Council)

· Cllr. Gerard Mullaney (Private Group Scheme Sector)

· Mr. Billy Somerville (Chairman, Sligo IFA)

· Mr. Joe McCann (President, Sligo Chamber of Commerce)
Apologies:
· Dr. John Bartlett, Institute of Technology Sligo (Project Partner) 
· Fr. Peyton (Board of Management, Bunninadden Primary School) 

Minutes of Meeting
1. T. Curran (Chair) welcomed all present.

2. T. Curran gave an overview of the project and asked for comments from those in attendance. K. McTiernan clarified that water pricing issues were outside the scope of this project. B. Somerville indicated that many farmers have considered opening up old wells. He also highlighted the use of pasture pumps, hydraulic pumps and wind generated systems. Rainwater harvesting is also an option but problems can arise due to stagnant water. A liquid disinfectant/additive can be used to overcome this. G. Mullaney suggested this could be added by a dosing pump in combination with other additives required by animals. 

J. McCann said he would require information on water use in business categories from Sligo Co. Council.    

G. Mullaney stated there were approximately 550 houses and 90 agricultural connections on the Geevagh-Highwood group scheme.

T. Curran asked for suggestions for case studies to start in the coming months. B. Somerville said it was important to collect and review the information before the case studies begin. There was agreement among all present that this was the best approach.

3. Actions 

	Item No.
	Description
	Deadline

	1
	B. Somerville to send info to K. McTiernan on pumps, rainwater harvesting and liquid additive
	May 23

	2
	K. McTiernan and N. Haran to send info to J. McCann on major water users in different business categories
	May 23

	3
	K. McTiernan to talk to Fr. Peyton  
	May 23

	4
	K. McTiernan to send info to M. Prieto Lage on the North Sligo group scheme
	May 23

	5
	T. Curran and M. Prieto Lage to submit first project progress report to K. McTiernan
	May 23


4. T. Curran thanked all for attending and highlighted the importance of the input of all stakeholders in the project. It was agreed that the meeting had been very positive.

5. Date for next meeting:

11.30am on Monday June 16 2008 at Sligo County Council, Riverside, Sligo 

Tom Curran

Project Co-ordinator

