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Sustainable Water Supply and Consumption in County Sligo

Project Steering Committee Meeting

Date: Monday, March 23, 2009
Time: 11.00am
Venue: Research Building/Business Innovation Centre, Institute of Technology, Sligo 

Agenda for Meeting
1. Welcome by T. Curran (Chair)
2. Review of minutes from September 8th meeting (attached) and matters arising
3. Overview of web site www.sligowater.com
4. Smart water meter

5. Suggestions for case studies

6. Agree actions and time frames

7. Any other business

8. Date for next meeting

Tom Curran

Project Co-ordinator
Sustainable Water Supply and Consumption in County Sligo

Project Steering Committee Meeting

Date: September 8, 2008

Time: 11.30am

Venue: Sligo County Council Offices, Riverside, Sligo 

In attendance:

· Dr. Tom Curran, University College Dublin (Project Co-ordinator)

· Mr. Miguel Angel Prieto Lage (Masters Research Student)

· Ms. Kathleen McTiernan (Water Services, Sligo County Council)

· Mr. Noel Haran (Water Services, Sligo County Council)

· Mr. Kevin Colreavy, (Communications, Sligo County Council)

· Cllr. Gerard Mullaney (Private Group Scheme Sector)

· Mr. Joe McCann (President, Sligo Chamber of Commerce)

Apologies:

· Mr. Billy Somerville (Chairman, Sligo IFA)

· Dr. John Bartlett, Institute of Technology Sligo (Project Partner) 

· Fr. Peyton (Board of Management, Bunninadden Primary School) 

Minutes of Meeting

9. T. Curran (Chair) welcomed all present. The minutes of the meeting of June 16, 2008 were reviewed and approved.

10. Miguel has made revisions to the draft project report which will be reviewed before finalising. He is developing a web site also relating to the project –www.sligowater.com 

11. There appears to be strong interest from farmers in pasture pumps and water butts. Milk cooling is a critical issue. Methods of recycling water using ice coolers and plate coolers were discussed. It is important to include a mix of dairy and suckler farms in the case studies. There has been good demand from farmers for the water conservation leaflet.  

12. A similar leaflet for business is being prepared. Some discussion took place regarding recent developments in water conservation (e.g. push button flush and no flush toilets) in bars and hotels  in Sligo, Strandhill, Mullaghmore and Castlegarron.

13. T. Curran and M. Prieto Lage reported on their meeting with the manager of the Geevagh/Highwood GWS (T. Sweeney). Miguel will call again when water meters are being read in October. A visit was made to J.F. Fowley in Sooey to look at his self-built rainwater harvesting system. It is used for cattle and washing mini-buses. Since installation in early 2008, it has not run dry. A small stainless steel tank (c. 300 gall) collects the water from the roof of a shed though a filter. When the tank fills, a pump is switched on automatically on a level control. The water is pumped to through a filter to a larger tank (c. 4500 gall) which facilitates gravity flow to water troughs, etc. 

Some key issues were highlighted: 

· Use of low voltage electricity (12V DC) with level float switches for safety

· Sunlight should not be allowed into the water tank to avoid slime buildup

· It is not suitable to collect water off a cattle shed with spaced sheeting due to likely contamination on the roof

14. Circulation of water leaflets was discussed. It was decided to launch the business leaflet and web site jointly with the Chamber of Commerce – likely to be a Friday afternoon in October.

15. Actions

	Item No.
	Description
	Deadline

	1
	K. McTiernan to send info on business users to J. McCann 
	October 

	2
	Miguel to upload web site www.sligowater.com
	October

	3
	Miguel to revise draft project report  
	October

	4
	Launch the business leaflet and web site
	October

	5
	T. Curran to prepare a brief progress report (1-2 pages) for November Council meeting
	October

	6
	Identify case studies with

a. B. Somerville

b. J. McCann

c. Fr. Peyton
	December


16. Date for next meeting:

To be arranged in conjunction with launch of business leaflet

Tom Curran

Project Co-ordinator

