






● When you cut your lawn, leave the cuttings on it. This

will reduce moisture loss and return nutrients to the

soil.

Ponds
● Garden ponds can lose a tremendous amount of

water by evaporation on hot days. Plant a tree or a

large shrub beside your pond to give shade and

reduce evaporation.

● Floating plants, such as water lilies, also help reduce

evaporation and provide shade for fish and other

The average roof collects

about 85,000 litres of rain

a year! This could fill 450

water butts with free

water.

● Don’t leave hosepipes running. 

● Check the weather forecast before

you start watering—it may be

going to rain soon!

● Water your plants when it is cool—

early in the morning or during the

evening, so that less water is lost

through evaporation.

● Move your potted plants to a shaded part of the

garden during hot, dry periods.

● Don’t water your plants little and often, as this

encourages shallow rooting. Do it occasionally but

thoroughly, which will make them more resistant to

drought.

● Direct the water to the base of the plants and give

their roots a good soak. A couple of times a week

should be sufficient even when the weather is hot.

Lawns
● Let the grass grow longer on your lawns. Cutting it

short encourages growth, which needs lots of water.

Adjust your lawnmower before you use it, so that it

cuts higher. Longer lawns last longer!

● Aerate and spike lawns early in the season to promote

deep roots. Don’t overfeed your lawn; this encourages

excessive growth and requires lots of water. 
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pond life. Cover at least half the pool with these to

provide a large shaded area.

● If you are filling a new pond then your plants and fish

will be much happier if you use rainwater instead of

tap water. 

The car
● Wash your car using a sponge and a bucket and some

detergent. It works just as well, and uses much less

water than a hosepipe. 

Outside pipes and taps

Check overflows

Check the overflow pipes from your toilet cisterns and

water storage tanks in your roof, to see if any are

dripping. You can see them easily from the outside. 

Insulate 

All outside taps and pipes need

insulating to prevent the water

freezing inside them when it is cold.

When the ice forms it takes up more

space than water and splits the

pipes. Then, when the weather

warms up again, the ice melts and

the water leaks out. These leaks can

cause great damage and waste

large amounts of water. Pre-formed

foam insulation is easily obtained

from builders’ merchants and is

very cheap.

● If outside taps are not being

used during the winter

months, isolate them

completely if you can by
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turning them off at their stopcock

and draining off any water left in

them.

● Don’t forget to check that the

water pipes and tanks in the loft

are insulated too. Pipes are best

Just one dripping

overflow can waste over

85 litres a day —a whole

bath full of water.

insulated by placing them underneath the loft

insulation, which allows some heat from the house to

reach them and protects from frost. Prevention is

definitely less messy and much cheaper than cure.

Did you know?
● It takes about 130 litres of water to make a bicycle.

● It takes about 70 litres of water to produce l litre of petrol.

● It takes about 9 litres of water to manufacture your

daily newspaper.

● It takes about 3 litres of water to make a pint of beer!

Useful addresses

Your local water supplier

Water Conservation Project 

& Network Management

Water Services Section

Sligo County Council

County Hall, Riverside, Sligo

Tel: 071 9111379/9111503

www.sligococo.ie 

Veolia Water (Ireland) Ltd

11 Bridge Street, Sligo

Tel:  Lo-call 1890 836 542

Office opening hours: 

9.30am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday

FIVE



Other publications available

Water Conservation for Schools

Water Conservation for Farms

Available from: 

Sligo County Council

County Hall

Riverside, Sligo 

Tel: 071 9111 111

www.sligococo.ie 

Sligo Borough Council

City Hall,

Quay Street, Sligo

Tel: 071 9114 400 

www.sligoborough.ie

Reduce Reuse Recycle

An easy-to-use A-Z household guide to recycling.

Available from:

Green Books, Foxhole, Dartington,

Totnes, Devon TQ9 6EB. 

Tel: 01803 863260

www.greenbooks.co.uk
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